HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
prove sufficient to defend London. An aeroplane
which touched one of the cables on which the balloons
are suspended would crash. Bombing planes would
have to fly through the barrage to attain their objectives
and back again to make good their escape, and it has
been calculated that in all probability every second
plane would foul the cables. Such barrages have never
been tested in practice, and it is not even known what
the influence of a high wind would be on their be-
haviour, but at least they have the advantage of being
comparatively cheap.
Finally, it is the task of Great Britain's air arm to
beat off all enemy attacks from the air and to attack the
enemy in his own country by bombing his aerodromes
and if possible destroying his machines before they
can take off. As, further, the air arm is to be the most
important direct contribution of Great Britain to future
belligerent operations it is obviously intended to occupy
almost as important a place in the defence of the
country as the navy. To-day Great Britain is about
to create one of the most powerful air forces in the
world, and one with a great industrial potential for
replacement behind it.
By 1922 there was not much left of the British Air
Force of 1914-18. When Sir Samuel Hoare became
Air Minister, Britain's total first-line air strength was
14 machines, and when rearmament began on a large
scale in 1934 the British Air Ministry had no plans for
modern war planes at its disposal. Technically aero-
engine production was on a high level, but the aero-
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